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whose famous independence had at this time been soothed by
a place at council, descanted at large upon the inferiority of
British generals. Unhappily we had no generals. We might
have good captains and majors or even colonels, but no
officers fit by their experience or qualities to rank with the
high professionals of the Continent. Other speakers chanted
this dirge of national self-contempt. The Commons were
not convinced. One Member had the temerity to declare
that there were ten English officers who would be marshals
of France if they were Frenchmen. This was certainly an
exaggeration. In the end the Commons pressed less strongly
upon the King than the Lords. The conspiracy of Grandval,
a Jacobite enthusiast set on by Saint-Germains to murder
the King, had rallied strong English sympathies in his
behalf; and the power of the Crown proved overwhelming.
If William's government could bear the odium of Solms at
Steinkirk, it could bear anything. The King returned brief
answers to the addresses, and supplies were voted for another
mismanaged and disastrous year of war.
In July 1693 was fought the great battle of Landen, un-
matched in its slaughter except by Malplaquet and Borodino
for two hundred years. The French were in greatly superior
strength, having 96 battalions and 210 squacLtons to William's
65 battalions and 150 squadrons. Nevertheless the King
determined to withstand their attack, and constructed almost
overnight a system of strong entrenchments and palisades in
the enclosed country along the Landen stream, within the
windings of the Geet. The battle resolved itself into an
intense struggle for the village of Neerwinden, thrice cap-
tured, twice retaken. After an heroic resistance the allies
were driven from their position by the French with a loss of
nearly twenty thousand men, the attackers losing less than
half this total. Nevertheless William rallied the remnants of
his army, gathered reinforcements, and, since Luxembourg
neglected to pursue his victory, was able surprisingly to
maintain himself in the field.
There was an episode in the battle which is of interest to
this account. The Duke of Berwick was now a General of
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